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The National Curriculum: The Mastery 

Approach  

Teaching maths for mastery involves employing approaches 

that help all pupils  to develop a deep and secure 

knowledge and understanding  of mathematics at each stage 

of their learning, so that by the end of every school year, 

pupils will have acquired mastery of the mathematical facts 

and concepts they have been exposed to, equipping them to 

move on confidently and securely to more advanced 

material.  

 



The National Curriculum: The Mastery 

Approach  

A pupil is secure if he or she can: 

u describe it in his or her own words;  

u represent it in a variety of ways (e.g. using concrete materials, pictures and symbols) 

u explain it to someone else; 

u make up his or her own examples (and non examples) of it;  

u see connections  between it and other facts or ideas;  

u recognise it in new situations and contexts;  

u make use of it in various ways, including in new situations.  

 

Greater depth  is characterised by pupilsõ ability to: 

u solve problems of greater complexity  

u independently explore and investigate  



Planning: How does our planning 

support the mastery approach?  

u Bloomõs Taxonomy 

 

Basic: Remember and understand 

 

Advancing: Apply and analyse 

 

Deep: Create and evaluate 

 

u What does a basic/advancing/deep activity look like?  

 

 



A year 3 exampleé 

Basic Advancing  Deep 
Create a 

similar 

problem of 

your own.  

 

Recommend 

the best 

strategy to 

solve the 

problem.  



A year 6 exampleé 

Basic Advancing  Deep 
Look at this 

pupilõs 

work. 

Correct 

their errors 

and 

recommend 

better 

strategies.  

Choose the 

most efficient 

method to 

answer these 

calculations.  

 

Explain your 

choice.  



More examplesé 

Advancing  



Planning: How does our planning 

support the mastery approach?  

u CPA Approach 
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The CPA Approach at Crabtree  



Manipulatives  



Bar Modelling  



RUCSAC 





Marking 

 

B, A, A+, or D  


